Christ's Go
Bv Fn Bnucp Dtxcn'N CSsR
Muslims
'no*" about 400,000 onlY in
'tTthough
Ausualia,
live in
I
I reccnt Years have we recognised
this sisnificant new religious presence

us. We need to increase our
^rnoni
underitanding of Islam and our new

immis-ans and to invite them ilto our
circlei
-1i"""of discourse and community' ---

the September attacks in the US'

in parucular, manY Muslims have felt
i*r'."a and under suspicion, and it wi.ll
be important to reassure our Muslim
o.inttUiu and friends o[ our esrcem and

ammed's God
Refl eiiibfifffi
nwurO", of guest columnlsts now
A
'contriOute

t-o Rellection2' -They.
-c-"iilii* various
walks ol tlfe and
if", " varietY ol'retlectlons"
.

but
tedse of Jewish or Christian Scripnues'
onl"y through oral

transmissi"l'

yt,ryg;

,ri-tio c"iltt as a prophet but decided
did not die
Ct tirt .oUa not be God that he
not ttt" from the dead' Mohammed
Aa
-a

penon ot

could not acceat that Go4 in the
Christ, could endure such suffering'

fnii

is not a trivial or unintelligent

higtrlighs how startling is
C-hristians: drat Ciuist itr
human
his crucifixion so identifies with

ecumerucal
me-nasnip. Some panshes and
*oupt niu. excharrgud visris 'vifi l;iu:ii;:;

-tirlon, but
ift. .f^i* of

meet and undentand each other better'
rn
The Pope's recent visit to a mosque

suffering in this ridiculously exkavagant
u.t of tJUA^tiry with all stricken humanthe
iw. ff.t", *e b"li"u", Christ unveils
embraces
who
God,
JLo.t, truth about

fommunities and mosques so we nuy

of us
Svria has set an example' Many
hive visited and prayed at synagogues
and leaden of the Jewish commurury
t* t"taifv welcomed into our religious
*nu".tutiont and gatherings' Muslims'
ho*"u".,

have tended to remain outsiden'

Although Mohammed wanted to
,"tio." w"orship of the one God in 7th
;;;*. Arabia, his image of God
conffasts sfongly with ttrat of Jesus'
Mohammed did not have a direct know-

i"-fiirns.fi all p^in and suffering and
life'
oio*it.t to traniform these into new
just
'-The cruci-fi*ion manifests not

the

nutter'. unhmited compassion for a{
o.oot., but that God is profoundly moved
i,u i,ut* suffering, indeed' as it were'
is shaken to the core of his being'
Mohammed could not accePt that the

God could endure
without faith in
Indeed,
such fiumiliatibn.
'loser"
Christ, Jesus remains the ultimate
their
up
take
to
who invites his followers

nhighty, all-powerful

'losers', too'
cross every day andbecome
Mohammed, however, God was

For

a 'wirurer', a warrior who fought with
tutotti*t in battle to vanquish their

n
enemies. While Mohammed engaged
t^lttoy engagements and penonally
iougttt i"-"i"J 6f tttem, Jesus abjured
,u"-h *ilitutY means and accepted

n

ttu*itlutlon and suffering so we would
know what faith in him involved'

Christ died so we would be astonished
at the depth of God's love and feeling
for all 'the pcnr'. lhe biblical code for
all struggling with -pain' sunering'
afienation. sin in all its torms'
dies the ultimate vrctrm oI

Christ
iniustice.

He was no warrior

like

are
Niohammed. The Muslim'martlrs'
Islam'
defend
to
those who die fighting

the Christian martyn die' like
Christ, as victims, with this wild hope
in Christ's resulrectron'

*t"r"ut

Fr Bruce Dwcan co-ordinrles the social
at Yana Theo'
iustice srudies program

"losical

tJnion in Melbourne' and worl<s
with Catholic Social Services Vctorio

